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UNCLAS NAIROBI 14616 

MONROVIA FOR FAA 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR 

SUB J : BRITISH AIRWAYS PASSENGER TRAFFIC RIGHTS BETWEEN 
NAIROBI AND SEYCHELLES 

1 . ACCORDING TO BRITISH AIRWAYS NAIROBI OFFICE,BAC WILL 
ACCEPT NO BOOKINGS ON THE NAIROBI SEYCHELLES SEGMENT 
OF ITS LONDON-SEYCHELLES FLIGHTS AFTER DECEMBER 30. THIS 
AFFECTS ONLY PASSENGERS WHO WOULD BE PICKED UP IN NAIROBI 
OR SEYCHELLES FOR TRAVEL OVER THAT EAST AFRICAN SEGMENT 
AND NOT PASSENGERS TRAVELLING THE FULL EUROPEAN ROUTE. 
PASSENGERS PREVIOUSLY BOOKED BETWEEN NAIROBI AND SEYCHELLES 
ARE ADVISED TO CONTACT AIRLINES OFFICES TO CONFIRM THEIR 
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RESERVATIONS OR MAKE ALTERNATIVE BOOKINGS. BAC WILL BE 
ABLE TO CONFIRM RESERVATIONS FOR TRAVELLERS ON ITS THURSDAY 
AND FRIDAY FLIGHTS BUT MUST RESCHEDULE PASSENGERS 
ALREADY BOOKED ON THE TUESDAY FLIGHT. THESE DATES 
CORRESPOND TO LONDON DEPARTURES ON WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 
IN THE FIRST INSTANCE AND MONDAY IN THE SECOND CASE. 
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EAST AFRICAN AIRWAYS (EAA) WOULD BE THE SUBSTITUTE 
CARRIER. 

2. BAC ADVERTISEMENT WHICH APPEARED IN NAIROBI NEWSPAPERS 
DEC. 30 CONTRIBUTED TO CONFUSION OVER NEW BAC SCHEDULES 
BY REPORTING THAT AIRLINES WOULD CONTINUE ACCEPTING 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY FLIGHT BOOKINGS AFTER JANUARY 1 . 1977. 

BAC MANAGEMENT ADVISED EMB. HOWEVER, THAT ONLY PASSENGERS 
CURRENTLY HOLDING RESERVATIONS WOULD BE ACCEPTED ON THESE 
FLIGHTS. NO NEW BOOKINGS WOULD BE MADE BY OR HONORED 

BY BAC STAFF. 

3. QUESTION OF NAIROBI-SEYCHELLES PASSENGER TRAFFIC 

RIGHTS HAS YETTTO BE SETTLED IN FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
UK AND EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY (EAC). LATTER ARGUES THAT. 

SINCE INDEPENDENCE OF SEYCHELLES IN JUNE 1976. BAC CAN NO LONGER 
INSIST ON TRAFFIC RIGHTS ACCORDED UNDER ICAO THIRD AND 
FOURTH FREEDOMS. UK HAS BEEN INVITED TO RE-NEGOTIATE UNDER 
FIFTT FREEDOM IN RECOGNITION OF ITS LOSS OF COLONIAL 
JURISDICTION IN SYECHELLES. ACCORDING TO EAA MANAGER OF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. UK HAS SHOWN NO WILLINGNESS 
SO FAR TO DO SO. 

4. UNDER TEMPORARY UNDERSTANDING, EAC HAS PERMITTED 

BAC TO OPERATE ON SEYCHELLES ROUTE BY BOARDING PASSENGERS 
IN NAIROBI ONLY ON DAYS THAT EAA DOES NOT RUN ITS OWN 
FLIGHTS. ON COMPETING DAYS, BAC CAN ONLY ACCEPT OVER- 
FLOW PASSENGERS FROM EAA. THIS AGREEMENT TERMINATES 
IN MARCH 1977, BY WHICH TIME EAC HOPES TO HAVE NEGOTIATED 
FORMAL BILATERAL AGREEMENT. OTHERWISE BAC WOULD LOSE ALL 
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TRAFFIC RIGHTS BETWEEN NAIROBI AND SEYCHELLES. EAA IS, 

IN THE MEANTIME, LIKELY TO EXPAND ITS OWN SERVICE ON THE 
ROUTE. JUDGING, THOUGH. FROM BAC'S REFUSAL TO ACCEPT 
ANY NEW RESERVATIONS ON THE SEGMENT, IT APPEARS THAT 
UK MAY PREFER TO FORFEIT TRAFFIC ALTOGETHER RATHER THAN 
CONCEDE TO BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS. 

MARSHALL 
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